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UM RETURNS TAXPAYERS 
INVESTMENT THREEFOLD
MISSOULA, Mont.--
The University of Montana, Missoula, during the fiscal year 1968-69 financially has
returned nearly times the taxpayers economic investment, according to calculations of 
UM officials.
During the past fiscal year the University is estimated to have generated a $26.8 
million stimulus to the Montana economy. Over the same period, UM received $7.8 million in 
appropriations from the state.
the
The $26.8 million includes estimates of / salaries paid to faculty, staff and students; 
construction projects; research grants; campus maintenance; cost of off-campus student
housing and food; students' personal expenses, and the return from the food service
income from July 1, 1968, to July 1, 1969.
The figure does not include the cost of operating nearly 5,000 vehicles registered 
with the UM traffic office or expenses for preliminary planning of construction projects.
The some 2,600 persons in the UM faculty, staff and work study program were paid 
approximately $10.5 million over the academic year, most of which was generated into the 
Missoula economy, according to Calvin C. Murphy, UM business manager.
Murphy said an average of $900,000 per month was paid out over a ten-month period and 
during July and August, 1968, the average accumulated salary was $750,000 per month. In





Construction costs during the fiscal year, Murphy said, were approximately $1.2 million. 
Of this amount, $1 million was spent in completion of the $4.3 million University Center, 
which was opened officially in February.
Local contractors and architects were employed in building the massive new student 
center. Some $200,000 also was expended for miscellaneous renovations on the campus.
Maintenance costs for the past fiscal year reached more than $3 million, the business 
manager said. Much of the materials used in this work again were from the local area.
According to James A. Brown, UM coordinator of student facilities, traditionally 
about one-third of the student population lives on campus. With a record-breaking enroll­
ment of some 7,200 students early in the regular academic year, approximately 2,400 students 
lived on campus, nearly 400 families lived in UM's Elliott Village family housing units, 
and the remaining 4,400 resided in rooms and apartments off campus.
Paying an average $50 per month, the off-campus students thus provided Missoula land­
lords some $2.2 million a year for lodgings. These students, including the ones living in 
University family housing, also buy their food in local groceries and restaurants. Figured at 
an average of $1.50 a day, these 4,800 students expend approximately $2.2 million a year 
for food during the regular academic year.
, The annual student spending power, excluding academic fees and board and room expenses,
is estimated at $3.6 million. This amount is based on an average of $50 per month for 
, personal expenses for the 7,200 students over a ten-month period.
Robert Blakely, UM Food Services director, estimated that 8,000 meals a day at an 
average price of 90 cents per meal were served during the academic year. Of this amount
4  *
w some million is generated back into the Montana economy through purchases, with approx- 
- imately $250,000 spent in Missoula alone, Blakely estimated.
With continued enrollment gains and planned construction projects, UM's expenditures 
are expected to rise next year. Included will be the gigantic $2.7 million science complex.
